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writings attributed usually to Philo are to be rejected as spurious. 3 — 
W. Muss-Arnolt. 

The Ethics of Judaism. By M. Lazarus. Translated from the 
German by Henrietta Szold. In four parts. Parts I, II. (Philadel- 
phia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1900, 1901 ; pp. 309; 
301 ; $0.75 each.) It is with pleasure that we welcome the admirable 
English translation of the great work of Lazarus to be published 
complete in four parts. At the present time two parts have appeared, 
dealing with "The Foundation of Jewish Ethics" and " The Sancti- 
fication of Life the Aim of Morality." While it was impossible that 
the author should not have written with a spirit of warm admiration 
for the faith which he professes, the total impression of his work is one 
which goes far toward effecting a better understanding of historical 
Judaism. We have had so many interpretations and references to 
Jewish literature from those who utterly failed to present the conscien- 
tious, if indeed overzealous, legislation of the rabbis that it will be to 
many something of a revelation to read an exposition of the tal- 
mudic ethics at its best. We would advise every student of the Bible, 
especially of the New Testament, to read this work as it appears, and 
if at times he may feel that the presentation gives an occasionally too 
favorable interpretation of certain elements of the rabbinism, one will 
at least recognize the scholarly attainment and the breadth of view of 
the author. We would especially commend the various appendices, 
notably that upon the rabbinical references to the 'am haarets. We 
await the appearance of the other two parts with interest. — Shailer 
Mathews. 

Books for New Testament Study, Popular and Professional. Recom- 
mended by the Council of Seventy. Prepared by Clyde Weber Votaw 
and Charles F. Bradley, at the request of the Council of Seventy, and 
in consultation with the other members of the New Testament Cham- 
ber. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1900; pp. 79; 
$0.50.) Eighty per cent, of these books are in the reference library 
of Union Theological Seminary, for which I am responsible. This 
expresses my practical judgment upon the value of the contents of the 

3 These are " De mercede meretricis ; " " De mundo," a late compilation ; the 
sermons "De Sampsone" and "Dejona;" a "Book on Etymologies of Hebrew 
Proper Names;" and a late " Antiquitatum biblicarum Liber," this last being an 
apocryphal work on biblical history to the death of Samuel. 
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list. Any limitations are due to its composite character, correspond- 
ing to the constituents of the committee which compiled it. Under 
the avowed principles which have been followed, it is difficult to see 
how different results could have been reached. The division of 
the list into two parts, containing "popular" and "professional" 
sections, is a mistake, particularly when just 50 per cent, of the " popu- 
lar" titles are repeated under the "professional" headings. A single 
list, with asterisks, would save room and would afford glimpses beyond 
to the "popular" person without putting up "professional" bars to 
keep him out. The line of division is arbitrary anyway. The attempt 
at uniformity in regard to commentaries is too apparent and forced- 
A minimum of two is well enough, but it is misleading to exclude a 
third or a fourth. To mention a "series" is not enough. Series are 
mechanical devices, and are of varying merit ; the best only should be 
recommended. Lists like this are always useful, and each decade calls 
for a new compilation. They are good and commendable in the pro- 
portion in which they hold up the mirror to fact and reflect the changes 
which the years bring with them. The present list will attain an 
increased value when it has received the annotations which a future 
edition promises. — Charles R. Gillett. 

Authenticite et date des livres du Nouveau Testament. Etude 
critique de " L'Histoire des origines du christianisme " de M. Renan. 
Par Gustave Desjardins. (Paris: Lethielleux, 1900 ; pp.215; rr - 4-) 
The author's itude applies to Renan only. He has given no study to 
the books of the New Testament capable of throwing any light what- 
ever upon their authenticity or date, nor to any of the scholarly 
researches of ancient or modern times. The " study " which he has 
given to Renan is the reverse of " critical " — a trifling polemic against 
a caricature of his own making. His qualification is his colossal igno- 
rance. This becomes not only " mother of faith," but gives the courage 
proverbially ready to rush in. For logic : Hebrews is " Pauline or a 
forgery," because it mentions Timothy (p. 128); the authenticity of 
2 Peter is vindicated by the simple process of contradicting two state- 
ments of Renan (p. 154). For knowledge of the subject, this from 
p. 198: " Is not Revelation in Greek, and in very good Greek ? Are 
those characteristic expressions frequently found in it which betray the 
stranger unfamiliar with the words and syntax of a language not his 
own ? No, one is far from finding in it the Hebraisms which aboun d 
in St. Paul" (!) Such a nugget as the following (p. 42), however, is 



